
-24 May tfl.7-4

Initial Notification

Tins; 1315
Reporting -Source: P02 EDWARDS du.ring Harbor Patrol .-.-
Report:. Oil sump overflowed Into the Willamette River at Port of Portland

Terminal 1 mnintenanna ahojû  __

Notification: MSO Portland message 242230 Z May 74
Time on Scene; 1215T T-103

Initial Observations

j Vfeather: Sty: Overcast Wind: 5-10 knots variable
Current; S-6 knots downriver 1
Investigator observacl oily water running down the riverbank behind the Port
of Portland gearloc!:er at Terminal One. The oil was going into the Willamette
River. An oil sump system was located behind tha shop of the gsarlockor to

' contain lube oil and separate water . ±rom it as it was discharged from the
maintenance shop. The ground around the sumps was saturated with oil and oil
stains were observed running into the Willamette Hiver, Oil was coining from
one sump and running through a ditch down the river bank into .the Willamette
creating a 5 feet by 15 feet oil slick 'on the surface of the water,

{ 1230 contacted person in charge. Name; Mr. Bob Jones
! ' Title • Equipment Supervisor

Company Vessel• Port of Portland

_i Reason for Suspecting Source t ^ '
j

Coast Guard investigator observed oily-water running from an oil sump located
j behind the Port of Portland gearlocker into the Willamette River,

Observations o f I n v e s t i g a t i o n : ^

Mr. K. Mockdeahupt, shop foreman, stated that the sump system was used to
collect oil from the maintenance shop and a steam cleaner located next to

• t h e shop used by th3 Port of Portland.

The investigator was told by several employees that tho oil sumps had over-
~flowed before. '. \ :

Mr. Jones informed the investigator that the. sumps are normally emptied before
they set full. Investirjator observed that the sumps v/ore allowed to overflow

"splirins; oily water ilvEcr~t~Ke~WIHamette^ IhvostTgator estiraatecl"~tSairiess than
~bne gallon of on per day waa entering tne river, 5ir. Jonos also stated that
the smnps v/ould be cleaned and the saturated ground around the sumps would bo
removed and the opeii ditch filled, so that the discharge would stop.

OSEPA

POPT1S700057



-24-May 1973

Cause of Spill;

MSO Portland PCtf-PD OSS-74

-The spills/as oansod when the Port of Portland's maintenance shon oil svjnps were
allowed to overflow spilling oily vmtev into the Willamette Rivor at Terminal 1.

No. 1 Oil slick in river behind Port of Portland goartocker
Taken by EDWATJDS

-2—OUr system located behind Port of Portland goar locker
—: b

tinto
Talcen-by-EDT.i;/ffiDS-

P°rt °f Poi'tla«d eeorloolser oil simp down river

nd gearlocker oil sump surrounded
Taken by EDWAHDS

Photos will be forwarded when developed.

3aturated soil

1. Cooperation of responsible party was good.

ron around, the svimps,
reraoved o11 saturated"
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